
Home Learning - Year 6- week beginning 8th February 2021 

Boy-Tales of a Childhood by Roald Dahl 

We hope you enjoyed week 3 of reading and writing about our 

new class novel. We really enjoyed reading your eye witness 

accounts of the incident in the sweet shop.  

This week’s reading focus is looking at comprehension 

questions linked to this text and also looking at exploring vocabulary.  

The writing will focus on writing in the style of Roald Dahl. This is very similar 

to how we produce pieces of writing in school.  

Remember, if your child prefers, you can collect a book from school.   

Alternatively, you can use the link to the online version PDF found here Boy-

Tales of a Childhood PDF  

Thanks for all the hard work, please take a photo of your child’s work and 

email it to us on year6@oliprimaryschool.co.uk,  we’d love to see it! 

Miss Gallagher and Mr Cotton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.tavisdupreez.com/uploads/5/8/9/4/58946467/roalddahl_boy.pdf
https://www.tavisdupreez.com/uploads/5/8/9/4/58946467/roalddahl_boy.pdf
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Reading Task 1- Continue to read the next few chapters title The Magic Island and A Visit to 

the Doctor  

Answer the following VIPERS questions linked to these chapters. We use these style questions during 

our reading sessions. Remember to write your responses in full sentences. Some questions on infer 

and explain are worth 3 marks, therefore require 3 points to be made with evidence to support your 

answer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reading Task 2- Continue to read the next few chapters titled- The First Day and Writing 

Home  

Answer the following VIPERS questions linked to these chapters. We use these style questions during 

our reading sessions. Remember to write your responses in full sentences. Some questions on infer 

and explain are worth 3 marks, therefore require 3 points to be made with evidence to support your 

answer. 

 

 

 



Reading Task 3- Continue to read the next few chapters titled- The Matron and Homesick 

Answer the following VIPERS questions linked to these chapters. We use these style questions during 

our reading sessions. Remember to write your responses in full sentences. Some questions on infer 

and explain are worth 3 marks, therefore require 3 points to be made with evidence to support your 

answer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Writing task 1- Use the chapter titled First Day 
In this chapter, Roald Dahl was describing his first great adventure at the age of nine: he was going to boarding 
school for the first time. If you have not heard of these types of schools, prep schools are private fee-paying schools 
for children up to either eleven or thirteen years old. Read the extract and consider the following 
questions: 
• How do you think Roald Dahl might have felt leaving home for the first time? 
• Have you ever stayed away from home and can you remember how you felt? 
• What is a tuck-box? Why do you think Roald Dahl recalled his tuck-box in such detail? 
• What might the squashed fly biscuits be? 

 
 



 (An item you may not be familiar with is the Bassett’s lemonade powder. Fizzy, or 
flavoured drinks, were not so widely available during Roald Dahl’s childhood so children would make 
their own by mixing highly sugary and artificially coloured powder with water to make a drink.) 

Activity - What would you want in your own tuck box? 
Using the extract and make comparative lists from Roald Dahl’s tuck-box to one that they would like in school.  

Roald Dahl’s Tuck Box Your Tuck Box 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



Writing Task 2- You are going to examine the language Roald Dahl uses to convey 

his ideas to the reader.  

 

He uses a wide range of compound and complex sentences.  

 

A compound sentence is where two main clauses are joined by conjunctions such as; and, so or but.  

 

A complex sentence is where a main clause is joined to a subordinate clause with a conjunction. The 

main clause will make sense by itself but the subordinate clause will not.  

 

In the complex sentences, Roald Dahl uses a range of subordinate conjunctions including; therefore, 

which and because.  

 

Look at these sentence example. Can you spot which of these sentences is which. 

a) The owner has a key in his pocket and that is where it stays. 

b) A tuck box is a small pinewood trunk which is very strongly made. 

 

Use a felt tip, highlighter or coloured pencil to underline the conjunctions in each sentence and 

decide if it is a complex or compound sentence.  

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Writing task 3 

Game- Use the CONJUNCTION WORD CARDS. Cut them out and face them down on the table. Pick 

a card at random and come up with a sentence about your tuck-box snack using that conjunction. 

Record down your sentences on paper 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Writing task 4- Using your tuck shop list and your complex/compound sentences from your other 

writing tasks to complete a piece of writing in the style of Roald Dahl.  

Imagine that it is your first day at boarding school, that you are leaving your home behind to go off 

to school. Use the extract from writing task 1 to structure your piece of writing and guide you. You 

may even choose to use his sentence openers for each paragraph.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


