
Home Learning - Year 6- week beginning 8th February 2021 

Boy-Tales of a Childhood by Roald Dahl 

We hope you enjoyed week 2 of reading and writing about our 

new class novel. We really enjoyed reading your biographies of 

family members and celebrities.  

This week’s focus is looking at comprehension questions linked 

to this text. The writing will focus on you planning, drafting and editing an eye 

witness account of an event that takes place in the book. This is very similar to 

how we produce pieces of writing in school.  

Remember, if your child prefers, you can collect a book from school.   

Alternatively, you can use the link to the online version PDF found here Boy-

Tales of a Childhood PDF  

Thanks for all the hard work, please take a photo of your child’s work and 

email it to us on year6@oliprimaryschool.co.uk,  we’d love to see it! 

Miss Gallagher and Mr Cotton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.tavisdupreez.com/uploads/5/8/9/4/58946467/roalddahl_boy.pdf
https://www.tavisdupreez.com/uploads/5/8/9/4/58946467/roalddahl_boy.pdf
mailto:year6@oliprimaryschool.co.uk


Task 1- Continue to read the next few chapters titled- The Great Mouse Plot and Mr Coombs 

Answer the following VIPERS questions linked to these chapters. We use these style questions during 

our reading sessions. Remember to write your responses in full sentences. Some questions on infer 

and explain are worth 3 marks, therefore require 3 points to be made with evidence to support your 

answer. 

 

 

 

 

 



Task 2- Continue to read the next few chapters titled- Mrs Pratchett’s Revenge and Going to 

Norway 

Answer the following VIPERS questions linked to these chapters. We use these style questions during 

our reading sessions. Remember to write your responses in full sentences. Some questions on infer 

and explain are worth 3 marks, therefore require 3 points to be made with evidence to support your 

answer. 

 

 

 



Task 3- To write a plan for an eye witness of The Great Mouse Plot 

After reading the chapter about what took place in the sweet shop, you are going to write an eyewitness 

account of the actions of Roald and his friends, imagining that you were present in the shop, at that 

time. Use the text to help you imagine that you are there and a witness to this event. 

What is an eye witness account? 

It refers to an account given by a person of an event they have witnessed. For example- they may be asked 

to give a description at trial of a robbery or a road accident that they have seen take place.  

Use this table to plan out what you should include in your eye witness account. This will help you write up 

your account tomorrow and keep you focused on what to include.  

Prompt Response 

Why did you visit the sweet shop? 
 
What time of day was it? 
 
Who was you with when you entered the store? 
 

 

Where was Mrs Pratchett and what was she 
doing? 
 
Who else was in the store? 
 
When did Roald and his friends come into to the 
store?  
 

 

What were the boys saying to one another? 
 
How were they acting? What type of mood where 
they in? 
 
Did they buy anything? 

 

Did you see who put the mouse in the sweet jar? 
 
Describe what you saw 

 

What happened after the mouse was paced in the 
jar? 
 
What did the boys do next? 
 
What did you do next? 

 

 



Task 4- To use your plan to write up your eye witness account of what too place in the sweet shop.  

Re-read the Mr Coombes chapter 

I want you all to imagine that Mr Coombes, your headteacher, has called you into his office as he knows 

that you were also in the shop when the mouse was put into the Gobstoppers jar. He wants you to write 

up your eye witness account of what took place.  

Using your plan from task 3, write up your eye witness account. Remember this is going to the head 

teacher, so ensure that you proof read your work, include paragraphs to organise the information and 

remember to include details. This also must be in first person.  

It should take about 20-25 minutes to create a good piece of writing. You can use this sentence starter to 

help you start if you wish to.  

 

My generous mother had given me some small change so that I could treat myself in the glorious sweet 

shop after school. I had been looking forward to the final school bell ringing so that I could finally make my 

way to Mrs Pratchett’s shop, as many other children from our school do after school.  

 I was minding my own business when… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Task 5 – To edit my piece of writing.  

Use the prompt cards to proof read and edit your writing from task 4. You can use a different coloured 

pen for this like we do with our purple pens in school.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Task 6- Final draft of your eyewitness account 

As you have now made improvements and edited your eye witness account, please write up your final 

draft in your best handwriting so that it can be sent to Mr Coombes.  


