
Home Learning - Year 6- week beginning 25th January 2021 

Boy-Tales of a Childhood by Roald Dahl 

This week our reading looks slightly different. We are going to 

use a class novel rather than Rising Stars.  

On the next few pages are your reading and writing activities 

based around our new book ‘Boy-Tales of a Childhood’ by 

Roald Dahl. The children are used to this way of teaching as we use quality 

texts in school to base our reading and writing around a novel. 

There are copies of this book available to loan from school which will be signed 

out to you and will need to be returned following completion of this novel.  

Alternatively, you can use the link to the online version PDF found here Boy-

Tales of a Childhood PDF  

Thanks for all the hard work, please take a photo of your child’s work and 

email it to us on year6@oliprimaryschool.co.uk,  we’d love to see it! 

Miss Gallagher and Mr Cotton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Synopsis 

The unadulterated childhood - sad and funny, macabre and delightful - that inspired 

Britain's favourite storyteller, Boy speaks of an age which vanished with the coming 

of the Second World War. 

Boy: Tales of Childhood, published in 1984, is a funny, insightful and at times 

grotesque glimpse into the early life of Roald Dahl. In it, he tells us about his 

experiences at school in England, the idyllic paradise of summer holidays in Norway, 

and the pleasures and pains of the local sweetshop in Llandaff, Wales. 

 

https://www.tavisdupreez.com/uploads/5/8/9/4/58946467/roalddahl_boy.pdf
https://www.tavisdupreez.com/uploads/5/8/9/4/58946467/roalddahl_boy.pdf
mailto:year6@oliprimaryschool.co.uk


Task 1- Before reading, look at the the 4 different front covers and write about what you can see, 

infere and wonder about the book. Think about characters, setting, the story line (plot) etc.  

For example; I can see the image of a boy daydreaming. I can infere that this book may be about 

things that happen in his imagination. I wonder if these thoughts are true? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Task 2- Read the title chapters and write a paragraph predicting what each chapter might be about. 

Remember to use your imagination and be creative as this is a story all about Roald Dahl’s childhood 

  

Chapter 
Title 

Prediction 

The 
Bicycle 
and the 
Sweet-
shop 

 
 
 

 
The Great 
Mouse 
Plot 

 

Mr 
Coombes 

 
 

Mrs 
Pratchett’s 
Revenge 
 

 
 
 

 
Going to 
Norway 
 

 

The Magic 
Island 

 
 
 
 

 
A Visit to 
the Doctor 

 
  
 
 



Task 3- Read chapter 1-Papa and Mama- Vocabulary and comprehension task  

Find the following words and phrases in the text and explain what they mean:  

(if reading from the PDF the pages won’t correspond but use skimming and scanning to find the words 

from chapter one). 

a) prosperous merchant…  

b) majestic…p3 

c) horse-drawn buggy… p3 

d) excruciating…p4 

e) orthopaedic surgeon…p4 

f) ingenious instrument… p5 

g) boundless…p6 

h) shipbroker…p7 

i) the greatest coaling port in the world…p8 

j) exaggerated fairy-stories of success… p9 

k) harboured a curious theory… p13 

 

1. Can you name both of Roald Dahl’s Parents? 

2. How did his father lose his left arm? 

3. Where to, and why, did Mr Dahl move from Paris? 

4. How did Mr Dahl earn a living? What was his business; explain what this involved. 

5. What other tragedy befell Mr Dahl? 

6. Explain Mr Dahl’s “curious theory” about how to help his children develop a sense of 

beauty for the world. 

 

 

  



Task 4- This task is all about understanding the term ‘autobiography’, its structure and purpose.  The word 

autobiography comes from the Greek language and is a compound of autos (self) + bios (life) + graphe 

(write). It is an account of a person’s life written by that person.  

Read this extract and discuss the following questions.  

• Is this a work of fiction or non-fiction?  

• Why do you think Roald Dahl wrote this book?  

• Have you read any other autobiographies?  

• Whose autobiography would you like to read?  

Highlight any words within this extract that you don’t understand and discuss them with an adult at home.  

 



Confusingly, Roald Dahl describes ‘Boy’ as not being an autobiography as he says that these books are 

usually ‘full of all sorts of boring details.’ He goes on to say that this is not a history of himself but a number 

of things that happened to him that made a tremendous impression on him. However, others would 

describe the book as an autobiography, an individual’s account of his life, written in chronological order. 

Remember that chronology is the passing of time in the order that events happen. Some of Dahl’s tales are 

exciting and strange, some are frightening and others are funny – but they were all true! 

Task 5- Use the template below to start to plan out what you would include in your own autobiography. 

Think about; 

• What might interest the readers of their autobiography?  

• Should they include humorous events, and why?  

• Should they include sad or challenging events?  

• What are their biggest achievements? E.g. learning to read, acting in a play, organising an event or 

playing sport. 

Remember the more you add to your plan the easier your writing will become.  

 


