
 

Week beginning 25th January 2021 

Suggested reading/ writing activities for children in Y5 based around the new 

book ‘The World’s Weirdest Places’ on Rising Stars Supernova/ Red+    

This information book is a guide to the weirdest places on Earth. It features maps, 

photographs, fact boxes, descriptions and diagrams of how the weirdest places were 

formed from natural processes. It explains how heat from under the ground can make 

strange mud volcanoes and hot springs; how water carves the land into peculiar shapes 

and can mix with minerals to create crystals as big as a bus and turn trees to stone! 

Photographs show how wind and ice also play their part in carving out multi-coloured canyons, ice caves and ice 

balls.  

Technical terms are explained in the glossary, and there is an index. In this non-fiction book, children retrieve 

information from descriptive and explanation text, from fact boxes, and from visuals in the form of photographs, 

maps and diagrams. 

Before reading  

• Discuss these key words with children to test understanding before reading or as you read. Remind children 

they can use the glossary to check words that appear in bold in the text. uranium (p7), basalt (p8), 

extremophiles (p11), calcium carbonate, travertine (both p15), atoms (p22), crystallisation (p23), 

concretion, nucleus (both p29), undulating (p34), magnesium, iron oxides (both p35), allure (p39), vents 

(p45), transition, designated (p50), evolution (p55)  

• Ask children: Is this a fiction book (a story) or a non-fiction book (containing information)?  How can we tell? 

What common features do most non-fiction books have? Glance through the inside pages and point to the 

layout of the text, page headings, sub-headings and fact boxes. There are maps, diagrams and captioned 

photographs, and at the back, a glossary and an index. 

• Read the back-cover blurb and Share experiences if you have travelled to any weird places – perhaps on 

holiday.  

Writing tasks 

➢ Write about your favourite place you’ve visited. Why was it special and what will you always remember 

about it?  

➢ Get a camera, or a pencil and paper, and go for a walk in your local area. Take or draw a picture of a place 

that you think looks amazing – it could be in the town or city or even in the park. Write a caption for your 

picture that explains where the place is and why you think this is a special place to be.  

➢ Write a diary entry as if you are a mountaineer, use pages 20-21 about Mount Kelimutu to help you describe 

an adventure to visit this volcano. Think about the features of a diary and remember to include how you 

might feel being able to visit this volcano. Use the fact file page to talk about the climate etc.  

➢ Research other wonderful places in our world (such as the seven wonders of the world) and write a fact file 

like the ones in the pages of this book to tell me all about this wonderful and weird place. Set it out like they 

have in this book. You could even include images, drawings, maps and captions. Don’t forget to organise the 

information like how we did in school when writing non-chronological reports.  

 

 

 



Suggested Follow-up activities  

The following activities will support your child to retrieve and record information from non-fiction and highlight 

some different features of non-fiction texts.  

Scavenger hunt- can your child find these features of a non-fiction text: contents, main text, headings and 

subheadings, captions, bullet point lists, diagrams, glossary and index pages. 

Thanks for all working so hard, if your parents or carers could take a photo and email it to 

year5@oliprimaryschool.co.uk , we would love to see it! 

Miss Topping & Mrs Coulson  
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Additional tasks to try once you have read the book  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Reading Comprehension 

 



 


